Office of the President
218-736-2101

Office of the Secretary
216.738-2110

Oifice of the Treasurer
216-736-2114

700 Prospect Avenue
Cleveland, Chio 44115

February 28, 19495

To Whom [t May Concern:

This letter is to ‘certify that the following statements arc contained in a lerter to the
United Church of Christ from the U.S. Treasury Department, Internal Revenue Service,

Washington, D.C., dated June 11, 1964

“It is held that you and the conferenees, associations, synods, councils, and cducational,
charitable and religious organizations listed in the Yearbook are exempt from Federal
income tax as organizations described in section 501 {¢) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code

of 1954."

"Contributions made to vou aad to your listed conferences, associations, synods, councils
and educational, charitable and religious organizations are deductible by donors as
provided in Section 170 of the Code. Bequests, legacies, devices, transfers, or gifts to or
for the use of you and your [isted conferences, associations, synods, councils, and
cducational, charitable and religious organizations are deducrible for Federal ¢state and
gift tax purposcs as provided in Sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code.”
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1 addition, the United Church of Christ holds Form M-6706 from the Internal Revenue
Service, dated October 3, 1970 stating that the organizations covered in our original -
notificarion above are nor private foundations as defined in Section 509(2) of the Internal

Revenue Code.
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Doris R. Powell
Dicector of Finance and Treasurer

The United Church of Christ Group Excmption Number is 1665.
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FEDERAL INCOME TAX EXEMPTION
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Internal Revenue Service has issued a ruling, dated June 10, 1964, which
as subsequently amended, grants blanket federal income tax exemption to The
United Church of Christ and the following:

All member churches

Conferences and Associations

General Synod

Executive Council

Instrumentalities

Commissions and Councils

Institutions related to the Council of Higher Education

Health and Welfare Institutions related to the United Church of Christ

* R K X ¥ X X ¥

The Internal Revenue Service group exemption number for the United Church
of Christ is 1665.

Editors
Office of the Secretary
Research Office (UCBHM)

Priced at $25.00 per copy for paperbound or
$28.00 for spiralbound. (Postage and handling included)
Available from:

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
YEARBOOK OFFICE
700 Prospect Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-1100
(216) 736-2113



U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20224

IN REFLY REFER TO

JUN 1 ¢ 1964 T:R:EO:¢
csa .
United Church of Christ Feom
Seventh Floor Gravp EXEMPIY
297 Park Avemue South No 16 0LS
New York 10, New York
Gentleanen:

This has further reference to the information submitted
for use in issuing a growp ruling holding you and your con-
ferences, associations, synods, councils and educational,
charitable and religious organizations exsapt from Pederal
incoms tax as organizations described in section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenus Code of 1954. S

The information presented shows that were formed as
a8 morger of the Evang#lical and Reformad h and the General
Council of the Congregaticnal and Christiin Churehes. This
merger became effective on July 4, 1961, the date your con-
stitution and bylaws were declared in force.

In a ruling dated Jammary 14, 1953, the Evangelical and
Roformed Church was held exempt from Federal income tax under
the provisions of section 101(6) of the 1939 Code, which cor-
responds to section 501(c)(3) of the 1954 Code. In a group
ruling dated March 23, 1956, it was held that the. affiliated
synods and churches listed in the 1956 Evangelical and Reformed
Church Yearbook, which are located in the United States, its
territories and possessions, are exempt from Pederal incoms
tax as organizations described in section 501(c)(3) of the
1954 Code. The latest supplemsntal group ruling was issued
on April 8, 1960. The General Council of the Congregatiomal
and Christian Churches was held exsspt from Federal income
tax wnder the provisions of section 101(6) of the
Aot of 1936, in a ruling dated December .15, 1935.

In a conference held in this office on October 23, 1963,
your authorized representative, Mr. Ioren T. Wood, asked that
the request for a group ruling, both on a national and con-
ference basis, be withdramn. Inasmmch as we bave not recelved
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eonfirmation of the request for withdrawal, we have further
considered the matter and we believe that a group ruling
covering the Evangelical and Reformed Churches and these
Congregational Christian Churches which voted to join you may
be issued.

Based upon the information presented, it 1s held that you
and the conferences, associatiems, synods, councils, and edu-
cational, charitable and religious organizations listed in
your 1963 Tearbook are axempt from Federal income tax as
erganiszations deseribed in section 501(e)(3) of the Internal
Bevenue Code of 1954, as it is shown that you and your llsted
conferancses, associations, synods, councils, and educational,
charitabls and religious orgarizations are organized and op—-
- erated exclusively for religilous, charitable and educational

purposes.

You arnd your listed confserences, associations, syncds,
councils, and educational, charitable and religious organiza-
tions arc not required to file Federal income tax returns so
long as you and your listed conferences, associations, synods,
csuncils, and sducational, charitable and religious organiza-
tions rotain a tax exempt status.

It will not be necessary for you and your listed conferences,

associations, synods, councils, and educational, charitable.

and religious organizations to file the ammusl return of in-
forzation, Form 950-A, generally required of organizations
exeapt under section 501(c)(3) of the Code, as you and your
listed conferemces, associations, synods, councils, and edu-
cational, charitabls and religious organizations come within

the specific exceptions contained in sectien 5033(a) of the

Ceds.

Contributions made to you and to your listed conferences,
associations, synods, councils, and educational, charitable
and religions organizations are deductible by donors as pro-
vided in section 170 of ths Code. Bequests, legacies, devises,
transfers, or gifts to or for the use of you and your listed
conferences, associations, syrods, councils, and sducatiomal,
charitebls and religious organizations are deductible fer
Foderal estate and gift tax ses as provided in sections
2055, 2106 and 2522 of the
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You ard your listsd econfersaces, auvsclations, syneds,
coumeils, and ednocatiopal, charitabie aond religious orgami-
zations ars not liabls for ths taxes imposed under ths Faderal
Insurance Contriimtioms Act (soelsl sezurity taxes) unlass
wiver of examption certificates sre, or have been, filed as
provided by that Act. Inguiries about the waiver of exsmption
certificates shouwld be addressed to your Distrist Direecter.
You and your listed conferemces, associntions, synads, eouncils,
and sducational, charitable and religlous organizations are
not Ilable fer ths tax imposed undar the Federal Unsmploymenmt
Tax MO

Pleases send us the follswing information anmually not
later than 45 days aftsr the close of your anmual accomting

period.

1. Lists showing ths poames and meiling
addreases of ywnur naw conferences, sssocis-
tiorns, syneds, councils, asd edocatiomal,
charitabls and religious erganisations and

the names and addrssees of ary confersuces,
assoclationz, mynods, counscils, and educa-—
tiomal, charitable aspd religieus organiza.
tions which have ceased to exist or have
changsd their names or sddresses. The names
should bs arrrnged in alpiuboticsl erdsr.

In lieun of the lists referred o above you may
fienish ve a oopy of your publisbsd directery.
Flsase send ens copy for each distriet in
whick your eonfersncass, associstionz, symods,
councils, and educational, charitable and
religious organizations ers located.

2. A statemwsub signed by oms of your prinsipsl
officers statiag whothsr or not the imformatien
upen which your original grouwp ruling was based
is applicabls in all respects to ths new eon-
ferences, asseciations, symods, comolls, and
educational, charitabls and religious organi-
sations,

3. A statement if, at the cloge of the year,
there were ne shangss in your roster.
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k. A statement of any changes in the
character, purposes or msthod of opsration
of your organization or those of your con-
ferences, associatiors, synsds, comncils,
and educational, charditable and religicuns
organisations,

5. Duplieate copies of amendments to
charters or bylaws of yowr organizations

or thoss of any of your conferences, as-
saciatiens, aynods, eomcils, and educatiemal,
charitable and religious organizatioms.

This ruling is not applicible to those Congregational
Christisn Churches listed in your 1963 Yearbook under Schedule
I uhich have not voted or which have abstaised from voting
on the merger and those under Sehsduls II which have voted
not, 30 be a part of the United Gharch of Christ.

Tour tax exampt status and that of your conferences; as-
apciations, synods, eouncils, and educstional, charitable
and religious organizations is predicsted on the wmderstand-
ing that upon dizsolution all of your assets and thoes of
your confersnces, associations, symsds, councils, and edu~
cational, charitebls and religioms erganizations shall ba
distributed to organizations organizsd and operated exclu~
sively for sducatiensl, chariiable or: religious purposes.

The ruling of January 14, 1953, holding the Zvangelical
and Reformed Church exswpt wnder section 101(6) of the 1939
Code, the growp ruling of Marsh 23, 1956, and subsequent
supplemsntal group rulings, holding its listed affiliated
87n0ds and churches sxsmpt as organications deseribed in
sectlon 501(e)(3} of the 1954 Cods, and the ruling of
December 16, 1935, holding ths Gensral Cowncil of Congrega
and Christian Churches sxempt wmder section 101(6) of the
Bevenue Act of 1936, are terminated as of July 4, 1981, the
date the merger betwwea those organizations becams effective.
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The District Directors ooncam& are being notified.

Very truly yours,

%) ’/&’th

Chief, Exempt Drganintiom Branch



